[MI:8 A] 
[B] 


[C] 


[H] Said R. Levi, “What is the meaning of, ‘slow to anger’? It means, 
‘Distant from wrath.’ 


[I] “It may be compared to a king who had two tough legions. The king 
said, ‘If they dwell here with me in the metropolis, if the city-folk 
anger me now, they will put them down [with force]. But lo, I shall 
send them a long way away, so that if the city-folk anger me, while 
Iam yet summoning the legions, the people will appease me, and I 
shall accept their plea.’ 


[J] “Likewise the Holy One, blessed be He, said, “Anger and wrath are 
angels of destruction. Lo, I shall send them a long way away, so 
that if Israel angers me, while I am summoning and bringing them 
to me, Israel will repent, and I shall accept their repentance.’” 


[K] That is in line with the following verse of Scripture: 


[L] “They come from a distant land, from the end of the heavens, the 
Lord and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole 
earth” (Is. 13:5). 


[M] Said R. Isaac, “And not only so, but He locks [the gate] before 
them.” 


[N] That is in line with what is written: “The Lord has opened his 
armory and brought out the weapons of his wrath” (Jer. 50:25). 


[O] “While he is yet opening [the armory], while he is yet 
occupied, his mercy draws near.” 


It has been taught in the name of R. Meir: 


“For behold, the Lord is coming forth out of his place [to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the earth will disclose the 
blood shed upon her and will no more cover her slain]’ (Is. 26:21). 


“He goes forth from one attribute to another. He leaves the attribute of 
justice for the attribute of having mercy for Israel.” 


[D] It is written, “God is not man, that he should lie, [or a son of man, 
that he should repent. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he 
spoken and will he not fulfil it?]” (Num. 23:19). 


[E] R. Samuel bar Nahman and rabbis: R. Samuel bar Nahman said, 
“When the Holy One, blessed be He, plans to do good, ‘God is not 
man, that he should lie.’ 


[F] “If he plans to do evil, in that case Scripture has said, ‘Has He said, 
and will he not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not fulfil it?” 


